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The Silvermine Mission statement says it all:

Grounded in the belief that art is vital to the spirit, creativity and 
wholeness of human beings, the mission of Silvermine Arts Center 

is to cultivate, promote and encourage growth through the arts; to show
case and serve artists; to foster arts education and appreciation 

opportunities for the greater community.

Today, the Silvermine Arts Center, a 501(c) (3) organization, is comprised
of a Guild of over 300 professional artists, five galleries presenting new exhi-
bitions every six weeks and sponsoring prestigious regional and national
competitions; a gift shop; a School of Art providing a wide range of classes
for all levels of experience from ages 2 to 92; public programs; and outreach
programs in the Norwalk and Stamford schools.  Silvermine is the preeminent
visual arts center in Fairfield County with more than 4,500 annual enrollments
at the School of Art and 11,000 visitors to the award-winning galleries. The
center provides its artist members, faculty, students and visitors with a com-
mon location where they can share ideas, work on projects, teach, explore
new areas and grow in their creativity and talents. The Silvermine Arts Center
is supported by membership fees, school tuition, art sales, donations, grants
and sponsorship for its many programs.

With the exception of Richard Cohen, who will be stepping down from the
Board in October, having completed three years as an Officer and member of
the Board, the current board is expected to continue, pending re-election at
the annual meeting in October.  The fiscal year 2011 annual report, which
covers the period from July 1, 2010 – June 30, 2011, summarizes the many
programs offered by the arts center and highlights of the past fiscal year. 
We are grateful to the staff, members, volunteers and funders who make
what we do possible.

Roger Mudre Leslee Asch
Chairman of the Board                                       Executive Director

Letter from the Chairman of the Board and Executive Director
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The Guild of Artists

Artists have been drawn to Silvermine since

visionary sculptor Solon Borglum moved here

in 1908 and established it as a place for artists

to gather.  The Silvermine Guild of Artists was

founded in 1922 and formally incorporated in

1924 when the School of Art was established.

Guild membership currently stands at 318

members.  

This year, we were pleased to honor six

new lifetime members at the Guild Holiday

party.  Lifetime members are those artists who

have been members of the Guild for more than

35 years. This year we honored: Linda Adato,

Tom Anastasio, Sally Aubrey, Dolly Curtis,

Charles de Long and Gay Schempp. Silver-

mine Arts Center strives to present program-

ming to fit all levels of experience.  We believe

that life-long learning results in a better society

and community. 

Galleries and 

Public Programs

The Silvermine Galleries mounted twelve

two and one person exhibitions, and one group

exhibition of Guild Artist members. Visitors

were treated to a wide range of media and

styles as well as year round artist talks led by

exhibiting artists and Gallery Director, Jeffrey

Mueller.  The opportunity to learn about con-

temporary art in a relaxed atmosphere and

through informal discussions is unparalleled at

Silvermine.

In addition to solo and group exhibitions,

Silvermine Arts Center hosted a national juried

photography competition/exhibition, SPEC-

TRA, along with the annual juried 

competition/exhibition, Art of the Northeast.

Continuing the galleries’ long standing repu-

tation of securing renowned jurors, Silvermine

was honored to have Brian Clamp, Director,

CLAMPART; Tom Eccles, Executive Director

Bard College Curatorial Studies Program; and

Liza Statton, Artspace curator and Gallery Di-

rector, all serve as jurors in 2010-2011. 

2011 also marked the Art of the Northeast

celebrating its 62nd year.  Established in 1949

by Revington Arthur and Miriam Broudy as the

New England Exhibition, this juried competition

is open to artists from the six New England

states and now includes New York, New Jersey

and Pennsylvania.  This annual exhibition/com-

etition is widely anticipated as new and emerg-

ing artists seek recognition by gaining entry to

this exhibition.  The juror this year was Tom Ec-

cles, Executive Director Bard College Curator-

ial Studies Program.  Cecilia Fradet chaired

this exhibition with committee members Binnie

Birstein, Scott Bricher, Katharine Draper, Lori

Glavin, Susan Newbold and Su Tamsett.  
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In early January, the galleries added to the ex-

citement of the always anticipated New Mem-

bers show by juxtaposing the exhibition with a

selection of work by long standing guild mem-

ber Sergio Gonzalez-Tornero.

More than 11,000 visitors came to the gal-

leries to view museum caliber exhibitions.

Through the Gallery Committee, the Guild, led

by Co-Chairs Roger Mudre and Leslie Giuliani,

determines the annual calendar of exhibitions.

The Gallery Committee completed jurying for

six exhibitions.  

Sales of art were slightly down from last

year, reflecting the still unpredictable nature of

the market.  However, continual improvements

to the gift shop have resulted in increased rev-

enue.

Silvermine has two fundraising events each

year to help support the many programs of-

fered at the Arts Center.     

Signed, Sealed and Delivered was a sold-

out success and grossed over $20,000.  More

than 278 original 4”x6” works of art were sold.

The committee chairs for the ninth year were

Tom Bernsten, Nash Hyon, Roger Mudre and

Nancy Nikkal.
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Jazz on the Sound was hosted by Board

Member and Guild Artist, Don Axleroad, at his

beautiful waterfront home. It was a fun and

very successful sold-out event, which gener-

ated $28,000 for Silvermine programs.

This year we expanded our presentations

and performances to include:  A screening of

the film , “Years in the Making,” a lecture on

Mark Twain and his relationship to the area;

the first annual Valentine’s Jazz Brunch; a spe-

cial film screening with live music by artist,

Brent Green; and a jazz concert with Bennie

Wallace in association with KEYS, Kids Em-

powered through Your Support.

The Silvermine School of Art

Even in this complicated economic climate,

the school continues to thrive, under the in-

spired leadership of School Director, Anne

Connell.  The first class, offered in 1924, was a

painting class taught by Robert Schmidt in the

barn, now Hays Gallery.  Using Guild Artist

members as faculty, other courses were added

including sculpture and ceramics. Today, the

School offers over 250 courses and workshops

in drawing, painting, ceramics, sculpture, jew-

elry, digital imaging, printmaking and photogra-

phy. The studios are fully utilized, as are the

grounds for plein air painting and drawing.

In this past year, we welcomed 11 new fac-

ulty members: Susan Farewell – Creative Writ-

ing; Christy Gallagher – Watercolor Workshop;

Jane Lubin –  Collage/Book Arts; Chrissy Lush

– Digital Imaging; Jesus Emmanuel Villarreal –
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Painting/Drawing; Steven Parton – Painting;

Leigh Ann Rooney – Digital Imaging; Alyse

Rosner – Painting/Collage; Mark Schoon –

Digital Imaging; Michael Torlen – Painting/

Drawing; and Jessica Yankura – Digital Imag-

ing.

Susan Frey and Cynthia Mullins chaired

the 21st  annual Student Exhibition, which

opened June 11th.  This year’s juror was Re-

becca Moran, Artist & Adjunct Professor, Uni-

versity of CT, Digital Media. This juried

exhibition is open to all students and cele-

brates the talent, artistic achievement and di-

versity of our students and faculty.  There were

180 accepted Adult Entries, and 130 accepted

Youth Entries. 

The ever popular travel workshops with

David Dunlop traveled in August, 2010 to the

Chianti wine growing area of  Italy, just 20 min-

utes outside of Florence. In June, 2011 they

explored the Maine coast. 

We held nine Friday Youth Open Art Stu-

dios sessions.

Together, the Holiday Sale and the Annual

Art Materials & Equipment Tag Sale raised

over $12,000 towards scholarships. The

Toland Scholarship and 63 scholarships

awarded to students this year made it possible

for talented youth and adults to continue their

artistic pursuits. 

The Student Gallery exhibitions change 

every two weeks affording students an oppor-

tunity to exhibit their work.  Seeing art and 

learning about art is ongoing at the center.  We

were delighted to be able to extend the invita-

tion to students from Arts for Healing and Fam-

ily and Child Services to show their work in the

student gallery. Both had well-attended open-

ing receptions.

Enrollment:

Here are the numbers of enrollments for each

semester for this past fiscal year:

Summer 2010:   1,102

Summer 2011:   1,050

Summer Camp ‘10: 607

Summer Camp ‘11:     604

Fall 2009: 1,405

Fall 2010: 1,455

Winter 2010:             1,372

Winter: 2011             1,547

Spring 2010:             1,172

Spring 2011:             1,050

Draw On! is a week long celebration of

drawing.  In partnership with the Aldrich Mu-

seum, workshops were organized for artists of
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all ages to encourage them to take up a pencil

or charcoal, and draw.  Each day presented

uniquely diverse and exciting workshops

where participants had the opportunity to work

with Silvermine faculty members.  In its sec-

ond year, a record 85 people participated.

Other special presentations included

Suzanne Benton’s lecture/performance,

“Masks as a Portal to the World,” two David

Dunlop lectures; and a Liquitex demonstration

by faculty member, Derek Leka.  

Art Partners

Thanks to our dedicated supporters, part-

ners and instructors, Art Partners had another

successful school year program.  Bringing cur-

riculum based, art infused instruction to urban

schools in Norwalk and Stamford, as well as

after school programs, Art Partners is de-

signed to encourage critical thinking and help

close the achievement gap that exists in Con-

necticut public schools.  This year, Silvermine

taught classes in four elementary schools, two

middle schools and one high school.  In addi-

tion, we provided the opportunity to work in Sil-

vermine’s professional studios in two

afterschool programs with the Norwalk Housing

Authority, and new this year, Family and Child

Services.  

Adding classes for Family and Child Serv-

ices was a highlight this year.  Family and Child

Services holds afterschool programs at the

nearby Norwalk Community College.  This

year, they reached out to us to see if we could

help them add an art component to their offer-

ings.  This new initiative was a great success.

For us it was a great learning and building ex-

perience as this program works with the same

children over multiple years. These children are

selected as the most in need from all of the

Norwalk middle schools. 

The Center’s staff helped with observations

and is helping us develop better long-term

tracking and effectiveness metrics. They

helped us add the vocabulary to express the

observable changes in executive functioning,

including: memory, self-monitoring and emo-

tional control skills.  The class sessions culmi-

nated in a student art show at Silvermine’s

Student Gallery. The reception was attended by

all the participating artists and numerous

friends and family members. The pride and

sense of accomplishment in that room was pal-

pable and infectious.  We were delighted to be

able to extend that experience to these children

and their families.
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Financial Summary

Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2011

Silvermine Guild Arts Center received an unqualified opinion of its financial statements by its

independent auditor, Dylewsky, Goldberg & Brenner, LLC.  If you would like to receive a copy

of the statements, please contact Executive Director, Leslee Asch.  

Operating Information

REVENUE:

Tuition & Fees 1,540,766

Other Earned Income 332,243

Contributions & Membership 381,976

TOTAL REVENUE 2,254,985

EXPENSES:

Compensation/Benefits/Commissions 1,588,772

Scholarships 19,953

Program Expenses 335,370

Maintenance & Overhead 256,769

TOTAL EXPENSES 2,200,864

CASH OPERATING RESULT 54,121

Depreciation Expense 147,480

RESULT AFTER DEPRECIATION (93,359)
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$10,000 and Above
Don Axleroad

Cornelia Bailey

Connecticut Commission     

on Culture and Tourism

Bill and Barbara Hilson

Jeniam Foundation

Estate of Elizabeth 

Neuberg

$5,000 -$9,999
Diana and Lyman Delano

M.E. Hart Foundation

Maurer Family Foundation 

Anne Teall

$2,500 - $4,999
Armstrong Family Founda-  

tion

Patricia Atkin

Bank of America

Richard Bieder

Ruth Block

Daphne Seybolt Culpeper  

Foundation

Tina and Woodson Dun-

can

Exchange Club of New 

Canaan

Fran and Jack Meehan

NewAlliance Foundation

Ann and Sidney Weiner

$1,000 - $2,499
Alex G. Nason Foundation

Arnhold Foundation

Leslee Asch and Will 

Morrison

Nina Bentley

Robert Berzofsky

Marilyn and Jan Breslow

Julie Brown

Fran and Paul Burger

LaVern and Chris Burton

Charkit Chemical

Marilyn Clements

Laurel and Richard Cohen

Kathy and Port Draper

David Dunlop

Christian Gilles

Christine Glidden King

Marcia and Dean Harris

Meredith and Jeffrey  

Hutchison

Impala Asset Management  

LLC

Jane and Samuel Ingram

Michele and Larry Marsh

Nancy McTague-Stock

Roger Mudre

Enid Munroe

New Canaan Community 

Foundation

Carol Perry

Kathryn and Jerry Poch

Henry L. & Grace Doherty   

Charitable Foundation

The Rosenthal Family

Foundation

Victor Torchia

James Hayden Vos and  

Stephanie Joyce

Torrance York and Gregg  

Walters

Young Women's League of  

New Canaan

$500 - $999
Jocelyn and Addison 

Armstrong

Bank of New Canaan

Seth Cooper

Netta and Rocco D'Angelo

Mary and Peter Daytz

Liz and Larry Dexheimer

Sandi and John Fifield

Robert and Trudy 

Gottesman

Jeanne Grant

Judy and Kam Kamerschen

Peter Lampke

Legion Paper - East

Pat and Dick Levinson

Don and Amanda 

Martocchio

The Maurice Goodman 

Foundation

Lois Mellen

Myron Toback, Inc.

Susan Newbold

Michael O'Dwyer

Constance and Jon Old

Susie and Jim Perakis

Nicholas Stroumbakis

Paul Tallman

Mary Tangney

$250 - $499
Elizabeth Ball

Stacy Bass

Betty and Stuart Berelson

Calumet Photographic

Judith Cornier

Pamela Davis

Douglas Dooley

Dorianne Hutton Fine Art

Carole Eisner

Mark and Dianne Farley

Theanne Feldman

Rick and Cindy Franco

Garelick and Herbs, Inc.

Leslie and Peter Giuliani

Hanneke and Wouter 

Goedkoop

Judy Henderson

James Holihan

Nancy Hulnick Moore

Sue and Steve Johnson

Judith Orseck Katz

Max Kolbrenner

Lisa Kruger

Kevin and Collenn Lane

Christopher and Kay 

Linneman

Sandra Meagher

Sarah and Robert 

Meyerhoff

Cynthia Mullins

Ryan Odinak

Harold and Eileen Orlow

Outdoor Sports Center

Abby Pillari

Gerald Rigg

Kathy and Peter Rozsa

Bari Rudin

Susie Salomon

Thomas Schutte

John Serena

Silvermine Community 

Association, Inc

Karen Sorensen

Pearl and Murray Strauber

Stuart Uram

Nancy and Dan Welch

Jim and Rose Wolfe

Edmund Yuhas

Annual Gifts
$125 - $249

Pippa Ader

Paula Argosh

Christine Dombroswski 

and Thomas Ayoub

Elli Bai

Sharon Bell

Claris Bergman

Jennifer Blum

Doris Bobik

Susan Boria

Kristie Breed

Jo Ann and David Brooks

Sylvia and Louis Broudy

Richard Byrnes

Terry Cho

Cynthia Clair

Joseph D'Anna

Leslie Dillingham 

Freyberg

Marianne Dolan

Susan Downard

Martha Duff

Angela Dunn

Ashlea Ebeling

Laura Einstein

Sara Everett

Edward Fleischli

Susan Frey

Heather Gaudio

Jill and Greg Germain

Linda Googe

Barry and Kate Grayson

Mary Haik

Marie Royce Hayes

Noelle Henderson

Hope and John 

Hetherington

Kathy and Pieter Hoets

Kathryn Hopper

Pamela Jimenez

Peter and Gina Kanter

Anna Karidas

Natasha Karpinskaia

Karin Kessler

Anthony Kirk

Annetta Kotsanos

Kathleen Kraemer

Heather LaPalme

Mariko LeBaron

Melissa Levethan

Barbara Levy

Cari Lodge
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Christine Lyons

Sandra MacLeod

Christine and Mike 

Maloney

Karen and Scott Martin

Carol Matton

Peter Metelski

Liana and Clyde Moonie

Vanessa Morest

Mary Morris

Mary Nichols

Pamela Obrien

Michelle Orr

Beth Pearce

Monica Prihoda

Linda Reals

Larry Reiff

Maureen Renahan-

Krinsley

Peter and Andrea Resnick

Matthew Reyher

Saira and Ashraf Rizvi

Melissa Savage

Marcelle Saviero

Meryl Sheetz

Rebecca Siedman

Geoffrey Sigg

Rebecca Speck

Rebecca Stedman

Lawrence Tetenbaum

Jo Ubogy

Donna Volpitta

Stephanie Webster

Helen Werngren

Wendy White

Thyrza Whittemore

$75 - $124
Wendy and James Agah

Katherine Allen

Steven Alswanger

Alison Amente

Kim Ammerman-Gerke

Chris Anderson

Margaret Anderson

Christine Anselmo

Heather Autore

Mel Barr

Katherine Beattie

Alexa Bebon

Paulina Beck

Christie Belknap

Amy Bennett

Alex Bergstein

Susan Bertram

Claudia Besen

June and Stanley Blum

Myriam Bossuyt

Margaret Brady

William Breslow

David Brooks, Jr.

Carol Caulfield

Marion Cohen

Priscilla Cornell

Maritza Corona

Andrea Cote

Diana D'Agostino

Anthony D'Amico

Peg and Edward Daly

Eileen Deschapelles

Virginia Dicesare

Elizabeth Dillabough

Irene Eddy

Tali Faber

Donna Farber

Shinobu Farrell

Jessica Fass

Elaine K. Feiner

Carolina Fernandez

Elaine Finsilver

Franco's Wine Merchants

Jane Fry

Christine Fulton

Mary Jo and Bob Fusaro

Cannon Garber

Marion Gilbert

Lori Glavin

Lynne Goldstein

Martha Goodman

Helen and Bill Gore

Katherine Grandon

Asami Green

Michael Grissom

Mary Ella Griswold

Linda and Michael 

Grossberg

Janet Groves

Annette Hadarik

Holly Hamdan

Colleen and Richard Harkey

Naomi Hauschild

Christina Hennessy

Anne Hussey

Madeline Isbrandtsen

Navamali Jayawardhane

Suzie Jellinek

Debby Katz

Denise Kearns

Winnie and Bill Kenyon

Karen Kertesz Sklar

Ani Khachian

Melissa Kinyon

Lucy Koo

Marion Miranda and Jim

Koutsoukos

Monica Lafferty

Pamela Lancaster

Arupam Laumas

Allie Lawler

Sandy and Larry Lefkowitz

Corie Lepanto

Eva Levine

Lawrence and Joyce Light

Carol Long

Catherine Lowe

Angela Lowy

Monica Mahale

Anna Malagise

Cheryl Malecki

Sharon McAdoo

Nancy and Lowell 

McFarland

Lynne Mercein

Julie Metivier

Denise Mihailoff

Susan Molle

Jane Mossa

Nina Nagy

Dominique Nanez

Courtney and Ben Nields

Lorraine Oldale

Laura and Ian Overton

Hisuh Paik

Jim and Suzanne Paul

Jennifer Peterson

Betty and Eric Petschek

Debra Pinals

Colette Poirier

John Raffaeli, Jr.

Charles Reid

Christina Rivel

Heather Robinson

Donald Rorke

Peter Rossi

Dana Rudick

Tonya Russo

Lynette and Stanley  

Saltzman

Jody Silver Schwartz

Patricia Scott

Elizabeth Seale

Revelle and Dan   

Sharp 

Dianna Shattuck

Jane Sims

Gary and Susie Singer

Sonia Skindrud

J. Michael and Martha 

Smiles

Clyde Smith, II

Fred Sorrentino

Jessica Spector

Eileen and John Sterling

Eve Stockton

Sue Stone

Lynn Sun

Lynn Tempesta

Barb and Hal Thormahlen

James Turnbull

Kathleen Turner

UBS Matching Gift 

Program

Pamela Van Hoven Clark

Barbara and Peter 

Van Zyl

Abby Wadler

Louise Washer

Faye Weisberg

Rick Witsell

Bonnie Woit

Mary Kay Woods

Melissa Wright

Julia and Bruce Zalaman

Brenda Zanga

Benjamin Zelermyer
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With Thanks

Silvermine Guild Arts Center’s Board and Staff wish to thank the many supporters and volunteers 

who enable us to fulfill our mission.  With the help of hundreds of people the arts center is able 

to manage a full calendar of programs that sustains our mission.  The faculty work tirelessly to 

bring out the best in students in a supporting and nurturing way, the Guild Artists (many of whom 

are faculty as well) provide invaluable insight and volunteer hours to the arts center, and our 

student volunteers ably assist in exhibitions and fundraising events.  

Silvermine Arts Center acknowledges the passing this year of our dear friends:

David Burt

Laurence Fay

Mark H. Fleitzer

Joanna Friedmab

Karin Klink 

Margaret Kunkel Ploss

Joan C. Reader

Abe Rothenberg

Interns

School of Art:

Paris LaRock, Darien

Julia Raggio, Fairfield

Grace McGovern, Weston

Daniela Ehrenwald, Westport

Gallery:

Samantha Holek, Darien, CT

Madeleine Loucas, White Plains, NY

Olivia Lawther, Norwalk, CT

Jillian Grossman, Pound Ridge, NY

Evelyn Harvey, New Canaan, CT

In Memoriam
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Board of Trustees

Chair

Roger Mudre

Vice Chair

Leslie Giuliani

Secretary

Marcia Harris

Acting Treasurer

LaVern Burton

Board Members

Donald Axleroad

Fran Burger

Richard Cohen 

Seth Cooper

David Dunlop

Kim A. Healey

Meredith Hutchison

Enid Munroe

Nancy McTague-Stock

Michael O’Dwyer

John Seigenthaler

Ann Weiner

Ex-Officio

Leslee Asch

Honorary Board

Cynthia Guest          Leonard Tow

Diana Wege            Sally Sheehy

Marketing/Development Director

Robin Axness

School Director

Anne Connell

Gallery Director

Jeffrey Mueller

Finance Manager

LaWanza Holder

Marketing/Development Associate

Ryan Rattanni

Gallery Manager

Gabrielle Savage

School Administrative Assistant

Erin Jenkins

Guild Administrator

Barbara Linarducci

Gallery Assistant

Teresa Gay

Maintenance

Ray Signore

Staff

Executive Director

Leslee Asch
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For more information, and to receive our monthly e-newsletter, please visit our website at

www.silvermineart.org 

Silvermine Arts Center

1037 Silvermine Road

New Canaan, CT  06840

203-966-9700


